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Art Unit: 3679 

DETAILED ACTION 

The indicated allowability of claim 20 is withdrawn in view of the newly 
discovered reference(s) to James, 583,379. Rejections based on the newly cited 
reference follow. 

The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can 
be found in a prior Office action. 

Specification 

The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for 
the claimed subject matter. Note that this objection has not been addressed. See 37 
CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction of the following is required: "a first 
fold which bent at a break point" recited in claim 12, line 4-5 lacks proper antecedent 
basis. Applicants argue on the remarks filed on August 9, 2006 that paragraph 031 , 
lines 4-6 indicates "the break point 1 14 of the first fold 110" and thus provides the 
antecedent basis required. In response, applicants should note that this description is 
inaccurate because the break point 1 14 is of the second fold 112. Note that Figure 3 
shows the break point 1 14 at the bottom of the second fold 1 1 2 and not of the first fold 
110. According to Figure 3, there appears to be two break points one for each fold. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

Claim 20 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by James, 
583,379. 

Regarding claim 20, James discloses, in Figure 12, a method comprising: 
integrally forming a female end portion a at another distal end of a duct wall B1 
(see marked-up attachment); and, 

integrally forming the female end portion includes: 

bending a first fold A1 beginning at a break point A5 of the duct wall B1 to extend 
at a hemmed angle B2 towards an interior of a ductwork; 

bending a second fold A2 back upon the first fold A1 to extend substantially 
adjacent to the break point A5; 

bending a third fold A3 beginning substantially adjacent to the break point A5 
and extending substantially parallel to the duct wall B1; and, 

bending a fourth fold A4 back against the third bold A3. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claim 21 is objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but 
would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the 
base claim and any intervening claims. 
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The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

regarding claim 21 , the prior art of record does not disclose or suggest a method 
of forming a seam for ductwork comprising integrally forming a sealing fold at a distal 
end of a fourth fold and bending the sealing fold to be transverse to a female groove 
prior to a male portion being inserted into the female groove (lines 3-5) in combination 
with a first fold beginning at a break point of a duct wall (claim 20, lines 6-7). The 
closest prior art, James, 583,379, fails to include a sealing fold at the distal end of the 
fourth fold. There's no reason to combine Sleeth, 2,286,1 18, to add this feature to 
James since the first fold provides the sealing fold. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ernesto Garcia whose telephone number is 571-282- 
7083. The examiner can normally be reached from 9:30-6:00. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Daniel P. Stodola can be reached at 571-272-7087. 
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Art Unit: 3679 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 





E.G. 



February 6, 2007 

Attachment: one marked-up page of James, 583,379 



DANIEL P. STODOLA 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 

TECKfiOLOGY CENTER 3600 
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